
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































354  Note toPage 315

posterior to the first consonantal oppositions; there is thus a stage when the consonants
already fulfill a distinctive function, whereas the unique vowel yet serves only as stress
to the consonant and as material for expressive variations. Thus we see the consonants
acquiring phonemic value before vowels” (“Les lois phoniques du langage enfantin et
leur place dans la phonologie générale,” Selected Writings [The Hague, 1962], I: 325).
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